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BRIEF SKETCH

Madiraju Ranga Rao was born on June 8, 1935, in
Pandithaapuram village, Khammam, Telangana. Madiraju
Ranga Rao completed High School Education from Govt.
High Schooal, Khammam and joined Nizam’s College Osmania
University (O.U), Hyderabad, Telangana. Madiraju Ranga
Rao was astudent of Telugu and Sanskrit literature, obtained
M.A. Sanskrit 1960 (O.U), M.A. Telugu 1962 (O.U), Ph.D.
Telugu 1966 (O.U) degreesand was aresearch scholar of the
University Grants Commission (UGC).

Dr. Madiraju Ranga Rao was a member of the Editorial Board for the critical
editions of Andhra M ahaBharatham and Andhra M ahaBhagavatham. Dr. Rao’s
first academic appointment in 1964 was with the Department of Telugu, O.U,
Hyderabad, then along tenure at Kakatiya University, Warangal, Telangana as
Professor, Chair Board of Studies, and Dean for Faculty of Artsfollowed. Prof.
Rao wasthe Principal I nvestigator on two major research project grants awarded
by UGCand one research project grant sponsored by the Department of Human
Resources, Govt of India, New Delhi. Prof. Rao was the Founder and President
of ‘ Rasadhuni Sahithi Parishath’ literary organization.

Prof. Madiragju Ranga Rao, an acclaimed poet, writer and a literary critic,
contributed extensively to various literary genres of Telugu literature including
classical literature, modern poetry, and criticism. Prof. Rao established hisniche
in contemporary modern Telugu literature through his literary worksin ‘Free
Verse' (SwecchaaKavithvamu) and Literary Criticism. Popular journals published
his creative writings on a regular basis and this list includes Bharathi,
Swathanthra, Sravanthi, Jayanthi, Akashik, AndhraPathrika, AndhraPrabha,
Andhralyothi, AndhraBhoomi and several others.

Central to Prof. Madiraju Ranga Rao’ s poeti ¢ purpose was humanistic idealsand
ademocratic ideology that symbolized peace. Thiswasthe very essence of his
‘free verse’ poetry. Prof. Madirgu Ranga Rao’s journey in the genre of ‘free
verse' poetry is enriched by his unique personal spirit, social consciousness,
humanitarian feelings, a democratic ideology, and a message of harmony. A
substantial number of Prof. Rao’s contemporary modern ‘free verse' poetic works
are based on his creative mindset pertinent to historical development, existing
situations, socia realism, element of reason and reform, humanistic sentiment
with asign of peace and harmony. Prof. Rao’s‘literary criticism’ worksfocuson
creative and artistic analysis of classical literature, literary ideologies, human
elements, and universal outlook. During hislong and highly productiveliterary
career, Prof. Madirgju RangaRao’s creative writings culminated in more than150
bookson ‘freeverse' poetry and over 20 bookson ‘literary criticism’ —atotal of
about 170 books — published until his departure on June 21, 2025.
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